
Corona Virus Crisis - last updated on Thursday 19th March 2020 
 
This is a rapidly changing situation not only in terms of health but also in national 
responses to this medical and economic crisis. Unfortunately there are are now 
some caves for which access has become unavailable.  Read  below in this page 
concerning the positions of European Speleological Association (FSE), the 
Welsh and UK  Governments, NRW, National Parks, National Trust, and British 
Mountaineering Council.  Statements from other bodies such as BCA and cave 
management committees will be added if and when available. 
 
Cambrian Caving Council asks everyone to follow the current official guidance 
to avoid all non- essential close contact with other people.  This includes 
causing unnecessary social contact through caving activities and 
travel.  Rescue services cannot be assumed to be operating normally, so if you 
must go out and about then stick to safe areas and safe objectives.  
 
European viewpoint 
Message from the Bureau of the European Speleological Federation FSE on the 
Coronavirus COVID-19 crisis sends this important message to all national caving 
organisations and cavers: “Within just a short time daily life in most countries of the 
world has radically changed as a result of the outbreak of the Coronavirus COVID-
19. Cafés, shops and schools are closed, flights, holidays and activities of all sorts 
including events are cancelled or prohibited and some borders are closed for traffic. 
Close contacts with people must be significantly reduced or avoided and, in some 
countries, communities are placed in quarantine. All this to crack down on the spread 
of the coronavirus and in order to maintain the quality of our healthcare. These 
measures from various countries have an impact on the practise of 
caving/speleology in any form, no matter the size of caving parties. Speleological 
Federations of various countries such as Austria, Belgium, France, Italy and Spain 
urge their members not to undertake any form of caving activities, including climbing, 
canyoning or diving and to stay at home. Not only to avoid contacts between people, 
but also to reduce the likelihood rescues, which will be an additional burden on 
already overloaded public and health services. Moreover, in various countries sport 
and recreational activities are prohibited by law for the weeks to come. The Bureau 
of the European Speleological Federation FSE therefore strongly recommends 
cavers to reconsider their caving activities and events and keep an eye on the media 
because the situation changes every day. What is possible today will be prohibited 
tomorrow. Please respect the measures taken by every individual country. The FSE 
Bureau hopes all cavers and caving organisations will have the fortitude to hold out 
during this difficult period to come and we hope to see you all safe and sound after 
this crisis. Make responsible judgments and act with common sense. This is not only 
for yourself but especially for the people around you.”  
 
Welsh Government viewpoint 
Chief Medical Officer for Wales, Dr Frank Atherton, said measures introduced on 
March 16th should reduce peak demand on the NHS by over 60% and that 
“Coronavirus is now circulating in every part of Wales”. Commenting on the latest 
measures put in place to introduce social distancing, Dr Atherton said: “It is no longer 
appropriate for people to gather in large groups as these measures will only work if 
the community and the public really takes account of them and behaves 



accordingly.  Our job now is to look after our own health, to protect the health of our 
fellow citizens and to protect the NHS which is undoubtedly going to come under 
pressure as the epidemic unfolds.” The number of confirmed cases of coronavirus in 
Wales has reached 149 this week after 13 new people were diagnosed with Covid-
19 and 3 people have died (2%).   However, Dr Atherton admitted the actual number 
of cases in Wales is likely to be “in the thousands”.  
 
UK Government 
The death toll in the UK stood at 103 out of 2,626 cases on 18th March 
(3.9%).  Worldwide by this date there have been 8,743 deaths out of 208,760 
reported cases (4.2%).  The mortality rate rises sharply for over-60s whilst younger 
people tend on the whole - but not in all cases - to be less seriously affected by the 
virus. The Westminster government’s approach to handling the crisis has undergone 
nothing short of a revolution with new and quite extraordinary measures being 
announced almost daily since the publication of a scientific paper authored by a 
large team of academics based at Imperial College London on March 16th which 
predicted dire consequences from the continuation of the UK government’s prior 
approach of washing-hands / wait-and-see.  
 
Natural Resources Wales 
NRW’s visitor centres and café buildings are now closed but outdoor areas like trails, 
forests and national nature reserves and outdoors toilets remain open for public use 
in line with current guidance.  Tenanted cafés may still be open.  Parking charges 
have been cancelled in support of local communities.  Further details. 
Welsh National Parks The three national parks in Wales (Brecon Beacons, 
Pembrokeshire Coast and Snowdonia) have all closed their offices and their staff 
appear to working mainly from home.  Other buildings they own as attractions are 
also closed.  Committees have been cancelled.  None of their websites comments 
on access to the countryside. National Trust The NT website has carried a series of 
policy responses and updates to them.  The following was their position on 18th 
March:  “While we will close our indoor areas like houses, shops and cafes to help 
fight the spread of coronavirus, we recognise that people are likely to need access to 
open space and to nature, beauty and history. The National Trust is continuing to 
work hard to keep open spaces accessible to people. This will take time and we 
hope by Friday March 20th all properties will have a plan in place as to what will be 
available to the public. Many factors have to be considered when continuing to open, 
including whether the garden or park allows enough space for adequate social 
distancing.”  
 
British Mountaineering Council 
The BMC position is that the mountains are still open for leisure but social distancing 
tactics and all other government advice should be followed.  Mountain rescue 
services cannot be assumed to be operating, so stick to safe areas and safe 
objectives.  Further details.  
 
  



 
Effects on caving and cave access across Wales 

 
A number of caving events have been cancelled or postponed.  Most caving huts 
across Wales are expected to close soon if they have not already.  Access to some 
caves has been curtailed, or it may be at some time:  

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu / SWCC Headquarters at Penwyllt  

SWCC closed their building to all visitors from Sunday 22nd March.  Thus keys the 
OFD cave system (and other caves such as Tunnel Cave for which only SWCC 
holds keys) will become unavailable too.  

Whitewalls 

The CSS club hut has closed to visitors.  Bookings will be cancelled and any future 
ones declined for now.  

Agen Allwedd / Ogof Craig a Ffynnon / Ogof Cnwc / Daren Cilau  

These caves remain open to anyone who has access to a club key.  

Ogof Gofan / Range West  

The coastal path remains open to reach Ogof Gofan when no live firing is taking 
place and a permit has been obtained by emailing the CCC Access/Conservation 
Officer with names and a proposed date for the visit. MOD says that access permits 
that were issued in 2019 to named individuals for cave exploration on Range West 
will remain valid for entry until and including 23rd May 2020 but because no more 
briefing meetings are being held in the immediate future, it is not possible to obtain a 
new permit beyond this cutoff date. 

Dan yr Ogof / Ogof Draenen 

Responses to Coronavirus are awaited from these cave management committees. 


