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an authentic account of the finking in of the {mall
river near Pontypool in Wales, It is written by an
excife-officer in that diftri®&, and was put into my
hand. by Mr. Windham Bowyer, one of the com-
miflioners of that board. I am,

SIR,
Pall-mall, Mar. 11. Your moft obedient

1756.
humble fervant,

John Pringle.

LXXX. An Account of the Sinking of a River

near Pontypool i# Monmouththire; 77 a
Letter from Mpr. Edward Matthews, 7o
the Commilfioners of the Excife.

Honourable Sirs,

Read Mar. 12, N obedience to your honours orders of
1756. the 14th inftant, relating to the fink-
ing of a river near Pontypool ; from my own obfer-
vation laft Friday (the firft time I faw it) and that
of the neighbouring inhabitants, as under, is the
beft account I am able to give of it. The firft day
of January laft, a poor woman living near its mouth
fent her daughter for water (a grear flood appearing
in the river juft before) whe returned in furprize with
the account, that it was dry,
' The
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The River is called by the name of Frooyd, run-
ning between two fteep hills, or woods, but not
very high : it proceeds from water from the adjacent
mountains, and feems penn'd up and let out precipi-
tately, to cleanfe the iron ore lying near the furface
on the fides of thefe monntains, which greatly difco-
lours the water, which at thofe times, and after
heavy ra‘ns, is ‘o rapid and violent, as to carry down
prodigious quantities of large ftones into another river
called Avon Looyd. On Friday laft I walked up the
Frooyd on the bottom of the river, it being quite
dry, up to the chafm, that now receives the water :
it is about twenty feet wide ; and when its banks are
full, about eight or ten feet deep; but now filled
up to fifteen feet with (tones carried in by the wa-
ter. There’s a lime-ftone rock near the furface, about
two feet thick, lying in large beds two or three
feet {quare, more or lefs, in fome places, joined clofe
in others ; the joints not fo clofe between thefe beds
filled up with {mall gravel, which was by the rapi-
dity of the ftream fuppofed to be wathed out of thofe
joints over a cavity under the faid lime-ftone rock,
and the great weight of water at that time falling
from a fmall precipice juft above, forced in one of
thefe beds of ftone. The fides of the pit under the
lime-ftone rock appear to be compofed of different
materials, as gravel and earth, but firm and perpen-
dicular. On one fide this river near this hole, are
three pits funk at the fime time, the one within ten
yards, of which there was no appearance before ; the
other two at about thirty yards up the fide of the
hill (which have been obferved,for many years,though
no body knew the caufe of them) are now {unk fome

yards
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yards deeper, and fome trees and (hrubs, that were
round the edge of thefe pits, with the ground on
which they grew, are {unk down near the bottom.
I believe thefe pits at top may be about twelve yards
diameter growing gradually narrower to a center, in
fhape of a funnel or tun-dith. Under, it is fuppofed,
is this cavity, through which the river now runs, ex-
tending itfelf in one place under the river Avon-
Looyd, atabout a mile diftance, where it broke out
a few days after, in feveral places, on the oppofite
fide thereof, where were three {mall fprings. The
reafon for this conjecture is, thefe fprings were ob-
ferved to be always clear till a few days after the
finking of this rock, but now continue to put forth
~ Jarge quantities of this water, which varies in colour
agreeable to the water received in at the hole. Iam,

Your Honours
Abergavennny, Feb, 22,

1756. moft humble and

obedient fervant,

Edward Matthews.

Tas. XVIL

a. The great chafm, which receives the greateft
part of the water.

4. Gravel wathed away in the joint of the rock,
through which runs into the cavity a confi-
derable quantity of water, wichin four foot
of the great hole,

¢. A precipice juft above the chafm.

d. Ahole {unk in never before obferved.

Vor. 49. 4 A ee.


http://rstl.royalsocietypublishing.org/

Downloaded from http://rstl.royalsocietypublishing.org/ on
August 14, 2015

[ 550 ]
¢ e. 'T'wo pits obferved years ago, now funk much
deeper.
fff. Former clear fmall {prings, where it is fup-
pofed the water now vents itfelf.
£ g Steep rifing ground, or woods, on each fide
Frooyd, declining towards the Looyd.

LXXXI. An Account of the Agitation of
the Waters, on the 1f# of November 1756,
in Scotland and ar Hamburgh.,  Commy-
nicated by John Pringle, M. D. F.R. §. in
a Letter to the Rev. Tho. Birch, D. D,
Secret. R. S.

SIR,

Read Mar. 18, HE two inclofed accounts of the
1756 agitation of the waters, on the firft
of November laft, I received fince the laft meeting of
the Society. One was tranfmitted to me by Dr.
Simfon, profeflor of medicine in the univerfity of
St. Andrews, containing the obfervation of Mr. Mark.
M¢Callum, mafter of a Greenland fhip, who hap-
pened to be that day at the Queen’s-Ferry, afea-port
town on the Frith of Forth, about feven miles far-
ther up than Leith. The account is addrefled to
the rev. Mr, Dalgleifh, a friend of Dr. Simfon’s, and
employed by him to procure the beft information.
Dr, Simfon, in the fame letter to me, takes notice
of areport, as if the fame agitation of the water was
Vikewife
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